


MINUTES
ST. JOSEPH SOCIETY JUNE 18, 2026

Connie Ryan called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.

Minutes from May 21, 2026, were distributed.  No changes or comments were received.  Minutes accepted.

Treasurer’s report-- Cindy Smith.  As of June 16, the checking account balance is $12,724.26.  Checks had been written to pay for funeral groceries and rolls.  Deposits had been received from candles, funeral dinners provided, and coffee and rolls.  A detailed written report was distributed.

Edward Jones account has risen from $61,112.91 to $65,417.98 for a gain of $4,305.07 in the past month.  
The financial report was accepted as presented without motion.

Father Joseph reported on the following items:
· 06-30-26	Father Isaac has been reassigned and a farewell party is being planned.
· 07-16-26	Bikers for Babies will be traveling through Ottumwa.  He briefly mentioned the needs for this group of visitors.  An evening meals and breakfast items will be provided.
· 08-23-26	Back to School Bash!  Details to follow and a committee will be formed.

Parish Council – Jane Thomas
· Jane summarized all the activities discussed at Parish Council’s last meeting.  Very informative.

Funeral Dinners – Mary Kivlahan and Jo Rohach updated on recent meals served and donations received.  It was decided that Thank You notes will be sent to the family.  Contact information will be received from either Jo or Bill Reece.  Pam Ward will take care of the thank you notes.  This will begin in July.

Ana De la Torres reported on Totus Tuus activities.  There will be a need for volunteers to help with snacks late morning and early afternoon.  Sign-up sheet was distributed.  Estimate for 80 participants.  The young female missionaries will also need host families for their stay in Ottumwa.  

In addition, Ana reported that Religious Education programs are being expanded for K-12 on Wednesday due to the new and additional space available.  Registration will be available online.

Liturgical Sewing – Patti Crist and Jeannie Marochek provided an update on the current projects.  It was noted that some items may need repair and any volunteer helpers would be welcome.

New Business

It was reported that the Anstey Family is donating a statue of St. Patrick in honor of Belinda, who worked on this before her passing.  This will require some rearrangements, but is a welcome addition.  Thanks to this family.

Father Isaac’s going away party will be June 28 after the 8:30 and 11:00 masses at the St. Mary’s Church.  A motion was made and seconded to increase the donut order for the 8:30 mass.  A potluck will be held after the 11:00 mass and if there’s any remaining donuts, they may be shared as well.  Motion carried.  A motion was made to give a $300 gift card to Father Isaac.  Motion carried.

A discussion about the Christmas Co-Op began.  The details will follow.  A motion was made to set the date for December 10 and cancel the regular December 17 meeting.  Motion carried.  

A discussion about the Christmas Cookie Walk began.  A motion was made to set the date for December 5 rather than December 12.  Details and further work will follow.

Old Business

Dues – July 18 and 19th have been designated dates for a second collection for due to St. Joseph Society.  The amount will be $10 or whatever people donate.  Pam Ward will work up a brief summary of the work of St. Joseph Society to be shared July 11 and 12.  Presenters will be Jane Thomas, De Brooke, and Ana De La Torres.

Fundraising

The Fall soup / dessert supper and raffle were revisited and will be discussed further in the July meeting.  Mary Kay Shepherd shared two quilts that may be used either for this event or the Seton Basket Auction.

Other Business

July 16, Bikers for Babies event.  There is a need for an evening meal and something for breakfast the following morning.  This will be at St. Mary’s.

August 23, Back to School event.  A small committee of Kathy Wilson, Mary Conlon, Jo Rohach, and Pam Ward volunteered to help organize this event.  

Welcome Bags – This did not receive a lot of discussion, but several volunteered to help put something together.  Those included De Brooke, Peg Herrman, Barb Sasseen, and Kathy Wilson.  Father indicated there are only about 10 new registered families annually.

Key Group Chairs for Upcoming Month -Curt and Patricia Dumolien and Kathy Wilson.

Calendar -
· Coffee, Rolls or Donuts weekly by St. Joseph Society, Ministry of Care or Family Life
· June 28 –Father Isaac’s Farewell Party
· July 16 – Bikers for Babies
· July 18 and 19 – Second Collection for Dues
· July 19-24 – Totus Tuus
· August 23 – Back To School Celebration

Next Meeting – July 16th 12:15 Potluck with 1:00 meeting at St. Mary’s.

Adjourn time - 2:45pm 

Submitted by,
Pam Ward 



