



MINUTES ST. JOSEPH SOCIETY MAY 21, 2026 

Kathy Wilson called the meeting to order at 1pm.

Minutes from March 19, 2026, were distributed.  No changes or comments were received.  Minutes accepted.

Treasurer’s report-Kathy Stater as prepared by Cindy Smith.  This is a combined report beginning in February through May 2026.  Total deposits were $10,630.57.  Total expenses were $12,371.68.  Balance was $9,432.

Revenue sources were funerals, candles, donuts, salad luncheon.  Expenses were for candles, gifts, funerals, and salad luncheon.  It was noted a generous donation of $500 was received.  Also noted was that candle money has not been recently counted during this time.

Edward Jones account has risen from $54,943.48 to $61,112.91 for a gain of $6,169.43.  

The financial report was accepted as presented without motion.

Parish Council – Jane Thomas
· Jane summarized all the activities discussed at Parish Council April 21.  Very informative.

Father Joseph reported on the following items:
· 05-29-26	Candlelight vigil at 7:30 with prayers for peace in the world.
· 07-16-26	Bikers for Babies will be traveling through Ottumwa.
· 07-19-26	Totus Tuus missionaries will need host families.  Details to follow.
· 08-23-26	Back to School Bash!  Details to follow.

Ana De la Torres reported on Totus Tuus activities.  There will be a need for volunteers to help with snacks late morning and early afternoon.  Details to follow.

In addition, Ana reported that Anna Marie Billy hopes to take some High School Youth to BCYC in Hutchinson, KS.  This is smaller and less expensive than NCYC.  This will be in June 2026.

Liturgical Sewing – Jeannie provided an update.  The ladies will be working on red and white items.  Following a discussion, Mary Jo Knight moved and Jane Thomas seconded a motion authorizing the expenditure of up to $200 to complete these items.  Motion carried.

New Business

Information was shared regarding Tim Sheedy’s 50th Anniversary Celebration at SM on 05-31-26.  This will be after 8:30 mass and in conjunction with 5th Sunday Breakfast.  Helpers needed.
A special thank you to Janice Zeller for providing the cake for this event.

The meeting time for St. Patrick’s meeting site will be 12:30 with rosary followed by meeting at 1:00 pm.  
Refreshment may follow.  This will begin October 15th.

Old Business

SMV Funeral Dinners- Kathy Wilson reported on those served.
SP Funeral Dinners- Mary Kivlahan reported on those served.

Salad Luncheon – Mary Kivlahan provided a preliminary report on the attendance and revenue to date.  Pam Ward provided comments gathered from workers and participants.

Dues – July 18 and 19th have been designated dates for a second collection for due to St. Joseph Society.  The amount will be $10 or whatever people donate.  Pam Ward will work up a brief summary of the work of St. Joseph Society to be shared July 11 and 12.

Fundraising

Following a discussion, the T-shirt project was tabled and may be revisited for the 100th anniversary of the SM Church building.

The Fall soup / dessert supper and raffle were revisited and will be discussed further in a future meeting.  Tentative dates were explored and will also be determined.

Other Business

Sally Criswell reported that Margaret Gates had begun a quilting project for her 2 grandsons.  They were left unfinished.  Sally has completed a portion of the work.  The final quilting remains.  An individual has been identified to complete this work.  Following a discussion, personal donations can be given to Sally with the goal being approximately $210.  

Mary Kivlahan asked about the new refrigerator at SP.  Father Sia provided an update.  This has been paid for by the parish at a cost substantially less than repairs or other options explored.
  
Key Group Chairs for Upcoming Month -Sylvia Hunolt and Mary Jo Knight.

Calendar -

· May 25 – Memorial Day Mass 9:00 Calvary Cemetery.  In case of rain SMV.
· May 31 -- Father Sheedy’s reception and 5th Sunday Breakfast.
· May 24 – Coffee and Donuts (SP) Family Life
· May 24 – Coffee and Rolls (SMV) Ministry of Care.
· June 7, 14, 21 – Coffee and Rolls (SMV) St. Joseph Society
· June 28 – Coffee and Rolls (SMV) Ministry of Care
· June 14, 21, 28 – Coffee and Donuts (SP) Family Life

Next Meeting - June 18th SP 1:00 Rosary followed by meeting and refreshments.

Adjourn time - 2:15pm 

Submitted by,
Pam Ward 



